
NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2015

1

In This Issue...

Page 2 - New July Meeting Place
Page 3 - President’s Message

Page 4- Sunshine Reporter
Page 4- The NW Blog

Page 5 - NW round Tables

Page 5 - Members, Sell Your Books!
Page 5 - Kudos

Page 6 - Golden Quill Awards
Page 7 - Kudos

Page 7 - Map to July Meeting Place

Page 8- Tolosa Submissions
Page 9-10 - Call For New Ideas

Page 11-12 - Crossing the Line
Page 13-14 - Critique Groups

Page 15 - Word and Quote

Page 15 - E-Exchange
Page 16-17 - Crafting Subtext Pt. 1 -  

	 Dialogue
Page 18-20 - Review of July Meeting

Page 20 - Great Beginnings Needs You
Page 18-21 - Spotlight On...Rebecca 

	 Schwind

Page 21-22 - How Not To Start Your 
	 Novel

Page 23 - Optimizing Metadata
Page 24 - The Limerick Corner

Page 25 - 4 Questions Asked at Pitch 

	 Sessions
Page 26 - Great Beginnings: Blending 

	 Dialogue and Narration
Page 27 - About NW

Page 28-31 - Critique Groups

Our July 14th Meeting
How to Score a Radio 
Interview to Promote 

Your Book—And Be 
Invited Back

! Our July 14th meeting offers all our writers 
something really special! Two seasoned local radio 
hosts will be with us: Dave Congalton and Guy 
Rathbun, fro KCBX. 
! They've interviewed hundreds of authors and 
poets over the years, and logged hundred of hours 
interviewing all kinds of guests on their shows. They 
know what it takes to be an effective interviewee, one 
who gives listeners an interesting and fun experience.
! Radio interviews are an integral part of 
marketing both our work and ourselves. This is not a 
meeting any of us can afford to miss.
! Dave and Guy will offer suggestions on how 
we, as writers, can secure that all important broadcast 
interview. The presentation will focus on basic protocol 
for contacting radio stations, give important tips to 
remember during the interview, and present that all-
important followup to make sure you're invited back.
! Don’t miss the meeting this July 14 at 6:30 pm.

Dave Congalton           Guy Rathbun
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Special Meeting Venue for 
July Meeting Only!

As you know, we hold our monthly general meetings in the meeting room at the 
United Church of Christ (Congregational) on Los Osos Valley Road. But, due to 
circumstances beyond our control, this meeting room will be unavailable to us for our 
meeting on July 14th. So we have located another meeting place for our July meeting only.

We have been granted the use of the King David's Masonic Lodge meeting room for 
this once off occasion. Please join us at 6:30 pm on July 14th at King David's Masonic 
Lodge, 853 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo, for this very special meeting. 

There is ample parking available. Parking in the lot is free for the first hour and 75 
cents an hour thereafter. However, it’s our understanding that parking is free after 6 pm, so 
even if you arrive just after 5:00 pm for the Round Tables, you won’t have to pay anything 
to park, since the first hour is free anyway.

See map on page 6 for the Lodge’s location, and check your email for further 
information as the meeting draws closer.
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
History of Eruptions...

Great and Small
Well, Carol and I are now in sunny Portland, Oregon, surrounded by more 
volcanic landscape than we ever imagined. “Of course,” you may say. “Mt. 
St. Helens, Mt. Rainier, Mt. Hood, Mt. Shasta, we know all that.” Those are 
correct, but we left San Luis Obispo on June first and now on June 15, we 
have followed a two-week trail of volcanoes big and small, dormant and 
extinct. We headed out towards Lassen Volcanic Park in Northern California 
and then on to Crater Lake National Park in Southern Oregon. I even added 

in a little side trip to what we thought might be an obscure Lava Beds National Park right on the 
border between the other two.
 The volcanic chain of the Cascades stretches from Lassen Peak to the Canadian border. 
When seen from the air, the landscape looks like a teenager with a huge acne problem. Of course 
this is a three-million-year-old eruptive problem. The difference for Crater Lake is that the 11,000-
foot-high mega-mountain known as Mt. Tehama exploded and then imploded to leave a massive 
crater which eventually filled with glacial runoff. The ongoing process of our Mother Earth is an 
act of creation, then editing and recreation.
 On June 14, we attended the ceremony that spurred this trip: my older daughter, Eireann’s, 
graduation from Portland State University. For Carol and me, as well as the rest of family and 
friends in attendance, this was an emotional eruption. The Convention Center where the ceremony 
was held vibrated with this eruption of emotion from all the graduates and others. We do not 
usually think of this as a creative moment, but it spawns the beginning of a new chapter for each 
person. Our stories are constantly being written, edited and re-written. These iconic moments mark 
the end of one story arc and the start of another. We introduce heretofore unknown characters into 
the complicated web we are ever constructing. 
 These eruptions are also what we need in our stories. These must be the tension building 
elements of sudden events that were unanticipated. New characters need to be introduced in order 
to bolster the protagonist’s resolve, or to test and challenge that resolve. Our story will hold no 
interest for the reader if it simply moves from point A to point Z, with no bumps along the way. 
The best characters are those who forge ahead through both exterior and interior changes. They 
find inner resources to draw upon at points of crisis, so they may move on to face other obstacles 
and keep the reader on the edge of their chair, needful of some resolution.
 After a couple of days with family, Carol and I will drive over to the Oregon coast, to start 
our adventure back to San Luis Obispo by July first. Our first stop on that part of the trip will be at 
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the Sylvia’s Beach Hotel, a hotel dedicated to writers, with rooms such as the Steinbeck room, the 
Tolkien room, etc. Let the wild eruptions resume!
 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

! ! ! ! !Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

! “The road to hell is paved with works-in-progress.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Philip Roth

! “The road to hell is paved with adverbs.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Stephen King

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point 
font, double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is 
all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your 
work to a small audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.

Susan Tuttle will also present a Round Table on Story. Do you ever get stuck for a 
story idea? Do you wonder where other writers get their inspiration? Have you ever said, 
“How did you think of that?” Have you ever had a story idea peter out on you halfway 
through the writing? Come to the Story Round Table and discover how and where to find 
ideas, and how to evaluate the “staying power” of your ideas. You’ll never run out of 
ideas again!

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday, July 914th at 5:15 pm.

NW Member Authors, Come 
Sell Your Books!

	


	
 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our web-site.

! We look forward to seeing you!

! Sincerely,

! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President
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The Golden Quill Awards Contest - Last Call!
! ! !
! ! ! Contact: Tia Araminta, Contest Director – TheGoldenQuillAwards.com

!     ! ! Email:             TheGoldenQuillAwards@gmail.com

! ! ! Final Weeks for the Golden Quill Awards Writing Contest

! With several weeks left in the Golden Quill Awards Writing Contest there is still time 
to have your stories and poems critiqued by a prestigious panel of judges before the July 15, 
2015 deadline.

! If you are a writer, you need a writing contest.

! In a modern, highly competitive market, how can a writer attain essential credentials 
and achieve recognition?  A writing contest is a sure way to do just that!  And just consider 
the company you will keep.  Vince Gilligan, creator of Breaking Bad and writer for The X Files, 
got his start by winning a screenwriting contest.  Author Fanny Flagg (Fried Green Tomatoes 
and numerous other works) and actor, producer, writer Judd Apatow (Anchorman, The 40-Year-
Old Virgin) both started by entering and winning writing contests.
! The Golden Quill Awards is an esteemed, international writing competition, now in its 
26th year, and is ready to give you the acknowledgment and exposure you deserve.  
! There are three substantial prizes up to $1,000.00 in three different categories, plus ten 
finalists awarded in each category.  Take your chance now.  Use the theme of Transformation in 
each entry and let your submission transform your life as a writer.
! Please check out all the contest rules and submission guidelines at 
TheGoldenQuillAwards.com  Check us out on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, and listen to 
the Podcast from the Dave Congalton show on 920KVEC.  

https://twitter.com/GldnQuillAwards
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Golden-Quill-Awards-2015/1561133127493211
http://920kvec.com/podcasts/congalton/05-22-15.mp3
https://youtu.be/yjHD1D1KPnE

! The Golden Quill Awards Writing Contest is run in conjunction with Cuesta College 
and the Central Coast Writer’s Conference (CCWC) and is sponsored by SLO Nightwriters.

mailto:TheGoldenQuillAwards@gmail.com
mailto:TheGoldenQuillAwards@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/GldnQuillAwards
https://twitter.com/GldnQuillAwards
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Golden-Quill-Awards-2015/1561133127493211
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Golden-Quill-Awards-2015/1561133127493211
http://920kvec.com/podcasts/congalton/05-22-15.mp3
http://920kvec.com/podcasts/congalton/05-22-15.mp3
https://youtu.be/yjHD1D1KPnE
https://youtu.be/yjHD1D1KPnE
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Rebecca Waddell has confirmed the rumor that she landed an an agent. On the day before 
her birthday she accepted an offer of representation fro Jessica Schmeidler of Golden Wheat 
Literary. She will represent Wounds Heal, Scars Remain, Becca’s YA Contemporary novel. 
Now that’s the way to celebrate a birthday! Congratulations, Becca!

Map to July Meeting Venue, King David’s Masonic Lodge
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Tolosa Press publishes three community newspapers in San Luis Obispo county: The SLO 
City News, The Coast News and The Bay News. Tolosa Press prints 30,000 copies that are 
distributed in more than 600 racks/locations in the county, as well as online. 

SLO NightWriters is proud to have the members' stories featured in each issue of Tolosa Press, 
including the online edition.

We are looking for SHORT FICTION STORIES, with a struct word limit of 600.
Want to write, but need an inspiration? How about one of these prompts to get you started—

use them as the first sentence of your story, or incorporate them as you write along.
− She had waited twenty years to return it.
− Spare some change, please?
− He had kept his mother alive in his thoughts. Too alive, perhaps.
− He looked at his phone, turned pale, then quickly left the room. She watched him, 

smiling.
− What do you mean, you lost the lottery ticket?

Happy Writing!
Tolosa Press Submissions Guidelines

*To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current.
 All submissions must be the original work of the author. You may submit previously published or submitted material if it 
was not published locally.

Accepting:
• Short stories – fiction and creative non-fiction. All themes are accepted, but please keep in mind that 

Tolosa Press is a family-friendly publication. The publisher prefers pieces that grab the 
readers and keep them interested until the end.

Not Accepting:
• Poetry, Essays, Opinion pieces, Excerpts from novels, “How To” articles.

Submission Guidelines:
• Send your submission as an attachment, not in the body of the e-mail. Attach as a 

word document.
• Word limit (strict!) – 500 – 600
• Double space; use readable 12 point font, preferably Times New Roman.
• Insert a header, which should include: title, your name, word count, genre.
• Include a two sentence bio and insert at the bottom of your submission, even if you 

have submitted before.
• Submit to: sharylheber@gmail.com

Sharyl Heber
Tolosa Coordinator

have your story published in local press! 

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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Call For New Ideas
Dear NightWriters,

! Thank you for participating in our annual satisfaction 
survey! 
! We, the SLO NightWriters board, looked over the 
responses and comments carefully and discussed what needs to 
be addressed in order to serve you better. 
! It's impossible to please everyone. We have about the 
same amount of members who would like an earlier start time to 
our general meetings as those who would prefer if they started later. Some would like 
this newsletter to be shorter and some would love for it to be longer. In those instances 
we will just continue doing what we do, as long as the split in responses is close to fifty-
fifty. 
! Based on your feedback, we will be bringing in speakers from a variety of 
backgrounds, and increasing our social media presence. We will work on making your 
experience with our critique groups and with the Tolosa submission process as smooth 
and pleasant as possible. 
! One particular request resonated with us. It was a call for new ideas, new leaders 
and new activities. The board's response was a unified, loud and clear “YES!” Yes, please! 
! We would love to see more members joining our board! This is what it's all about – 
bringing new ideas to the table, putting a plan of action in place and having a sufficient 
team to execute it. You all have a set of skills that is invaluable to our organization. Each 
one of you knows someone who is unknown to us, and that someone might be just the 
right person for our team. 
! Some of the tasks are simple and don't require too much time. 

! Social Media: 
! I would love to have a team of social media contributors. If you use Facebook and 
Twitter a lot and come across interesting content that your writer peers could benefit 
from, then you can share it with the NightWriters. Our blog is currently being 
underutilized because I simply don't have enough time to contribute more. If you are 
interested, contact me at chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.

!

Andrea Chmelik

mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
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! Newsletter:
! Our editors Susan Tuttle and Elizabeth Roderick would welcome contributors to the 
newsletter. You can provide them with material monthly, or just once in a while. For more 
details please contact Susan at aim2write@yahoo.com, or Elizabeth at 
elizabethroderick@att.net. 

! Website:
! If you are proficient in web design and have ideas (and time) to give our website a 
facelift, we'd love to hear from you! Give our webmaster Janice Konstantinidis a shout at 
jkon50@gmail.com. 

! Publicity:
! While most of our publicity at this time happens via social media, there is a number 
of local newspapers, radio shows and other outlets in which we would like to advertise. 
Often it's nothing more than adding an event to the calendar on their website. 

! As you can see, all of these are simple tasks, yet added together they can become 
overwhelming. The board members are volunteers. We do what we do in our free time. We 
welcome new participants with open arms. 
! Come join us! Our board meetings are held every first Sunday (the upcoming one 
July 5th) from 1-3pm and we meet at the same location as our general monthly meetings 
(United Church of Christ, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo), in the building 
opposite to the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to join us, ask questions, bring new ideas and 
some new energy!
! We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you!

! With thanks,
! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President 

 Children’s Picture Book Illustration and More
! Pratima Sarkar offers more than simple illustrations for your book. She will set up 
your book from start to finish: layout, text placement and more, as well as illustrations, and 
have the whole print ready and uploaded. She has around six years experience creating 
illustrations for children’s books.
! Check out her online portfolio (www.slideshare.net/pratimasarkar/pratima-sarkars-
creation) or email her for further details: pratimasarkar7@gmail.com

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slideshare.net/pratimasarkar/pratima-sarkars-creation
http://www.slideshare.net/pratimasarkar/pratima-sarkars-creation
http://www.slideshare.net/pratimasarkar/pratima-sarkars-creation
http://www.slideshare.net/pratimasarkar/pratima-sarkars-creation
mailto:pratimasarkar7@gmail.com
mailto:pratimasarkar7@gmail.com
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Membership Minute
Will return at a future date. Stay tuned for more information.
! If you have questions, please contact me: jkon50@gmail.com  
805-238-3153

Hanje

Hanje Richards

Crossing The Line
! ! ! ! ! by: Baxter Clare Trautman

By the time I started Cry Havoc, the third LA Franco 
mystery, Firebrand had me, Naiad wanted me, and Bella would 
get me. I’d never felt, nor have since felt, more confident as a 
writer. Cry Havoc was pure pleasure to write, and researching the 
voodoo, hoodoo, and Santeria involved in the story was all play.

When I started the Franco series I had a trajectory for “Frank” and it took two more 
books after Cry Havoc to get her there. Then I didn’t know what to do with her. I suspected 
Frank would have to revisit the goings-on in Cry Havoc so I left a door cracked at the end of 
the book. For a while Frank and I went our separate ways. I wrote two and a half novels 
while she was off doing whatever it is our characters do when we’re not thinking about 
them. Then she started showing up on my doorstep, not a lot, just enough to let me she was 
back.

Around that time I read an article on entanglement theory. It’s a complex physics idea 
that tries to explain how particles separated by great distances still manage to affect each 
other. I can barely balance a checkbook so when I started reading about non-locality, 
Schrödinger’s Cat, and hidden variables, I felt like my head had been split open and my 
brains pulled out. But the one thing I took away was Einstein’s dismissal of the theory as 
“spooky action at a distance”. That was exactly how the Santeria priestess in Cry Havoc 
affected Frank; she messed with her head from a great distance. That door I’d left open 
widened a bit.

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
https://lesbianauthors.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/cry-havoc.jpg
https://lesbianauthors.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/cry-havoc.jpg
http://www.wired.com/2014/04/quantum-theory-flow-time/
http://www.wired.com/2014/04/quantum-theory-flow-time/
http://www.physicsoftheuniverse.com/topics_quantum_nonlocality.html
http://www.physicsoftheuniverse.com/topics_quantum_nonlocality.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/google/google-doodle/10237347/Schrodingers-Cat-explained.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/google/google-doodle/10237347/Schrodingers-Cat-explained.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hidden_variable_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hidden_variable_theory
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I’m a scientist by training and profession, as Frank is a cop by training and 
profession. By now we’ve done enough orbits around the sun to know there are things in life 
that facts and reason, physics and theory can’t explain. Like my friend telling me the ghost 
of a Native American chief lived in her house and pulled pranks on her. Of course I didn’t 
believe it until I stayed at her house one night while she was out of town. I woke to an 
empty room with my blanket slowly being pulled off the bed. Snatching the blanket back, I 
told the chief he could do whatever he wanted with me in the morning but that at 2:00 AM 
he’d best leave me the $%^* alone. The blanket stopped moving.

Or house-sitting for another friend, who casually mentioned before she walked out 
the door that I shouldn’t worry if the rocker in the den started moving, it was just her 
grandfather. Sure enough, I was reading on the couch that night when the rocker started 
creaking back and forth, back and forth. I said, “Hello” and kept reading, one eye on the 
invisibly occupied chair. I stayed there a week. Every evening, between seven and eight, the 
rocker would sway steadily for about twenty minutes then abruptly stop. Silly examples, to 
be sure, but can you explain them? I can’t. There are more stories like that, much more 
personal and profound, and for another time, but they illustrate how I have come to that 
shadowy line between what is known and what remains a mystery. It’s a line I’m 
comfortable straddling, but a line Frank shied from like a horse from a cage full of lions.

To figure how to get her to even reexamine that line (she’d neatly dismissed all the 
events of Cry Havoc as so much hooey, as Einstein incorrectly did with entanglement theory), 
I booked a week in an isolated Big Sur cabin. I like reading books where they are set and had 
Thomas Steinbeck’s Down To A Soundless Sea with me. In it, he borrows from his famous 
father’s story about the “dark watching men” that are said to haunt the lonely mountains 
surrounding Big Sur.

I immediately Googled Steinbeck Sr.’s story, and as I read it, the door left open in Cry 
Havoc blew off its hinges. I knew had to get Frank out of L.A. and into the wild, rugged 
Santa Lucias. That week I created the lost town of Celadores, and a random Pinterest photo 
of Vanessa Redgrave became “Sal,” the pivotal character who introduces Frank to the 
broody mountains that will change her life forever and in ways she can’t imagine.

There are mysteries we carry in our DNA, numina we have 
forgotten from the time of cave bears and first fire but that 
nonetheless remain alive despite our forgetting, and that we yet 
carry in the hold of our bone. Cry Havoc introduced Frank to these 
mysteries and she ignored them. In Hold of the Bone, they finally drop 
her to her knees.

I had to write this book. It’s where Frank needs to go. It’s a 
radical departure from where she’s been, and I can’t wait to see 
where we’ll go next. Wherever that is, we hope you’ll join us.

http://www.thomassteinbeck.com/books/books/down-to-a-soundless-sea/
http://www.thomassteinbeck.com/books/books/down-to-a-soundless-sea/


NW  WORDSMITHS     JULY 2015

13

While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Maryanne Gackle works in fiction, nonfiction and screenwriting and is seeking a critique group or 
peer edit/critique exchange group. She is looking for an intermediate group, or those with some 
writing experience. She has no location preferences and is willing to travel for the right group. Contact 
Maryanne at 805-709-6019, or email her at: muffy18@att.net. 

Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 

mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:muffy18@att.net
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 “To gain your own voice, you have to forget about having it heard.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Allen Ginsberg

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“Festinate”

Definition: (intr. v.; L festinare [to hasten] to 
hurry or hasten; adj: hurried or hasty

Synonyms: hasten, hurry, rush, dash, hustle, 
race , speed, spring, tear, zip, hotfoot, zoom

Usage: Although the report is due by 
summer’s end, there is no real reason to 
festinate in these early months.

Quote 
of the Month

! “The greatest part of a writer’s 
time is spent in reading, in order to 
write; a man will turn over half a 
library to make one book.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~Samuel Johnson
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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Here is a revision of a 2010 Newsletter article that may be of some use to NightWriters.

“Subtext is content underneath... conflict, anger, competition, pride... or other 
implicit ideas and emotions. Subtext is the unspoken thought and motive of a character
—what they really think and believe.” Wikipedia  

In our real relationships, saying exactly what we mean is imperative; in our fiction, it’s 
the kiss of boredom. Subtext is a perfect antidote for dull, flat, straightforward conversation. 
Dialogue at its best reveals character, emotion, relationship, history and story without 
explaining the feeling or the plot points.

It’s often more effective and interesting to hint, allude, infer, imply or insinuate so we 
can learn by deduction rather than by obvious, on-the-nose expository passages. Below is a 
list of strategies I am building to help me create depth, inject tension, and keep the dialogue 
fresh. Add your own strategies to the list!

• Abrupt changes in subject may reveal taboo issues.
• Talking around issues rather than addressing them head on can reveal 

nervousness, enhance inter-personal dynamics, and create tension.
• Shorthand-speak implies characters have a shared past.
• Gossip and Rumor even if untrue – suggest forbidden issues.
• Freudian slips can eek out bits of repressed emotion.
• Lying - little white lies to big whoppers are sure signs of a cover-up.
• Private jokes, exclusive comments, or nicknames reveal intimacy and allude to 

secrets .
• Backpeddling – stumbling to quickly rephrase indicates a taboo subject or cover-

up. 
• Masked feelings - Strong reactions of any kind can mask feelings. It’s more 

interesting that way, e.g.:
• Syrupy sweet sentiment can mask seething rage;
• Gruff standoffishness can mask adoration; 
• Cavalier indifference can mask longing (Indifference can mask many 

emotions);
• Maligning and ridicule can mask jealousy;

Crafting Subtext Part 1 —
Dialogue     

by: Sharyl Heber
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• Boasting can mask insecurity;
• Excessive piety or righteousness can mask moral bankruptcy; 
• Concern or protectiveness can mask control issues;
• Humor or making light of a topic can mask pain.

• Long repressed feelings can explode into conflict or deep emotion with a 
surprising, irrational, or inappropriate outburst.

• Withholding or silence can be used in place of words so we learn by what is 
NOT being said.

• Ignoring a comment or question completely and moving on rapidly can reveal 
avoidance. 

• Answering a question with another question can demonstrate avoidance.
• Answering a different question, or responding to a different comment than 

was asked, can reveal discomfort and an intentional redirection of the 
conversation.

• Physicalizing emotion with an action in response to a question or comment can 
make a powerful statement (slamming the door, shoving the knife in the back) 
especially when the action seems to vary from the expected response.

• Multiple meanings - where each character focuses on a different meaning in a 
conversation creates layers.

• Teasing, either good natured or mean spirited can reveal character and emotion. 
• Insults about sensitive or private issues can ratchet up relationship tension and 

allude to past history.
• Speaking in metaphors can symbolize and illuminate personal issues. 
• Poetry or lyrics (our own or those of others) to speak for a character can vary 

the speaking style, utilize metaphors, and create depth and emotion. 
• Whispering implies secret, which adds depth.
• Casual questions can hint at interrogation and can indicate insecurity, mistrust, 

or suspicion. 
• Perseverating on a topic can reveal obsession. 
• Snide jabs and sarcasm can inform about true feelings.
• Chronic complaining can indicate self-imposed victimization or failure to take 

responsibility.

Straight-forward on-the-nose dialogue is best used sparingly and to calculated 
effect. The above list is by no means exhaustive.  If you add more, share them with 
me. I love to collect them! Crafting Subtext Part 2, in the next issue will address 
general story strategies for revealing subtext.
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Review of June Meeting

We started at 5:15 pm with two round tables. Terry Sanville and 
Mark Arnold critiqued four of our manuscripts. Terry talked about the 
importance of starting a story in the middle of the action. Mark 
cautioned us about front loading, filling up the first part of our stories 
with too much description and too little action. I loved how Terry put 
this: fill in the gaps as the merry-go-round goes around. 

Kurt Vonnegut is a great example of an author who opens his 
stories with action. Vonnegut advised young writers to find a subject you 
care about; never ramble; keep it simple; have the guts to cut; sound like 
yourself; and say what you mean.

Susan Tuttle conducted a round table on Crafting Effective Dialogue.  Bad dialogue can 
kill a work faster than anything else. Good dialogue pulls readers into the story. Brilliant dialogue 
makes readers forget they are reading a story. It feels like real life.

Susan encouraged us to only use the dialogue tag said as all others such as articulate, 
qualify, admonish, and reveal call too much attention to themselves. All of those descriptive 
tags should be clear from your great dialogue anyway. It should be obvious from your 
description of Meryl Streep’s Oscar speech that she was excited, no need to add she said 
excitedly at the end.

Our main speaker was award-winning young adult author Wendelin Van Draanen.  
Wendelin wrote the Sammy Keyes Mysteries about a resourceful middle school girl. She also 
wrote the Shredderman Series, in which a fifth-grader learns to stand up to bullies, and the 
Gecko and Sticky Series, in which a boy goes on magical adventures with his talking gecko.  
Wendelin has also written several young adult stand-alone novels including her latest, The 
Running Dream, in which a girl who pursues her dreams after a major bus accident.

I love Wendelin’s online mission statement: Through writing, I open up my heart and 
soul in ways I never could in everyday life. The joy, the pain, the wonder and loneliness I felt in 
growing up, meld into stories which I hope will help kids believe in themselves and have compassion 
for those around them

Wendelin’s talk was so inspirational. She encouraged us to spend all of our downtime 
thinking about our stories, default your brain to your story; your story will become bigger fuller, 
better. Wendelin wrote for ten years before any of her books got published. She told us to 
never stop submitting our manuscripts and never give up hope in the mail.  

I went the annual festival of Mission San Antonio and had two very interesting 
author encounters. Janice Gilbertson was fifty before she had been on a horse or written a 

By Jan Alarcon
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On June 10th my niece graduated from the Los 
Angeles County School of the Performing Arts.  
Edward James Olmos was the keynote speaker. He 
told the cello player behind him to practice his cello 
every day, if you do not play your cello every day of your 
life, you will never become the musician you are supposed 
to be.

I have written every day since.

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon

line of poetry. The first time she heard a cowboy poem she 
knew there was a cowboy poet hiding within her. She is now a 
national cowboy poet performer. I wonder if I owe it to myself 
to expose myself to more genres, including ones I’ve never 
heard of.

Fresno author Janice Stevens and illustrator Pat Hunter 
decided that someone should write a definitive book about 
William Saroyan in honor of his centennial celebration. They 
knew little about him but called his family members and asked 
if they could interview them. Janice and Pat were amazed at 
how generous Saroyan’s family was with their time and 
documents. This inspired me to carry through with my ideas 
and not doubt whether I am the right person to do them or not. 
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who 
am I not to be?
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Great Beginnings Needs You!
NW Wordsmiths is looking for a writer (or group of writers) who would like to 
submit a monthly column for our Great Beginnings department. This is 
information for writers just starting out, as well as a refresher for those of us who 
have been around for a while. This is a great way to get publishing credits (the 
newsletter has a circulation of about 250 each month) while honing your writing 
skills. We’re looking for around 400-500 words on technique, writing skills, 
publishing, marketing, social media—any subject on writing for those starting out. 
See Great Beginnings in each newsletter to get an idea of what’s being done. Then email 
your submissions to: aim2write@yahoo.com with NW Newsletter in the subject line. You 
know you want to do this... so email me today!
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Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...

Rebecca Schwind

This month’s Spotlight is on Rebecca Schwind. This amazing young lady may be 
the youngest member of NightWriters.

Q: Who are you?    
A: My name is Rebecca Schwind. I am fifteen years old, and am very privileged 

to be a member of the SLO NightWriters!

Q: Who is your greatest inspiration?
A: My parents, my grandmother, and my “adopted” Auntie Anna (Unkovich). 

They have helped me so much; my grandmother was always trying to find 
competitions for me to enter, and she loved sharing my work with friends and family. 
She was my “agent,” in a way. Auntie Anna was the one who introduced me to the 
NightWriters, and whenever I have writing success, she is the first person I call to tell 
her the news!

Q: Do you have a blog?
A: No, I was not quite sure how to set one up, but the last NightWriters’ meeting 

was all about how to start one, so I hope to start one up soon! 

Q: What is your favorite book, movie, or play?
A: My favorite book is To Kill a Mockingbird. I first read it in 7th Grade for fun, 

and then I read it again this year for school. I have lots of favorite movies! I love old 
movies (mainly musicals), anything Marvel, and Les Misérables. One day I hope to see it 
on Broadway!

Q: What genre do you like to write?
A: I mostly write poetry, but I’m also interested in writing short stories.

by: Mike Price

http://www.lesmis.com/
http://www.lesmis.com/
http://www.lesmis.com/
http://www.lesmis.com/
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A: It helps me in so many ways! NightWriters is probably where I get the most 
support, and they teach us different writing strategies, how to publish, everything you 
need to know about writing is taught at NightWriters! Not to mention all of the members 
are lovely, supportive people! Here at my school, everyone is very competitive, so it is 
wonderful to be a member of the NightWriters where we’re all there to help each other.

Q: Tell us about your latest project.
A: Lately, all the writing I have time for is the writing I 

do for school, but I am very excited because for my language 
final we get to choose type of project we do. I am writing a 
short story (well, more of a long story) about a philosophical 
battle between characters from the books we have read this 
year, such as The Odyssey, Gulliver’s Travels, Romeo and Juliet, 
and To Kill a Mockingbird.

NW: Do you have a day job?
A: My day job is being a student! I am a freshman at 

Arroyo Grande High School. I don’t have a day job as a writer, 
but I do write as much as I can. 

Q: How does your family support you in your writing?
A: They’re very encouraging, helpful, and always there 

to remind me that I have deadlines.

Q: How does NightWriters help you?”

Q: How do you handle rejection letters?
A: Well, for one thing, if someone doesn’t like your piece, that doesn’t mean your 

work is bad; it may just be because that’s not what they were looking for. There are so 
many more opportunities out there, so it’s not so bad getting rejected because you can 
always go somewhere else and submit your work. You just try again.

Q: Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?
A: I love to read and watch movies… but mostly read.

Thank you, Rebecca, for stepping into the Spotlight. You are one remarkable young 
lady. I’m sure your family is proud of you. As for your writing ability, I give you an A+.

Rebecca Schwind
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Optimizing Metadata
! I had only a vague idea of the importance of metadata (I don’t know about you, but 
my eyes cross whenever someone mentions technology!) until I read the following article by 
Nancy Baumann of Bookarma on the Book Baby Blog. Now I understand a bit more, and 
have sources to help me become even more adept at using metadata to the fullest.

Tell Your Book’s Story With Metadata
! Metadata tells booksellers, libraries, and your potential readers everything they 

need to know about your book. 
Do you know how to market a book with metadata? You’re a writer, and you probably 

hate all those geeky computer terms that people toss around when they’re trying to point out 
something you haven’t done and don’t want to do. But the term metadata is important if you 
want your book to go far and wide.

So what is metadata, and why do you want to take advantage of it?
You may not know it, but your book is introduced to the world through its metadata. 

Think of the metadata as a yellow pages ad for your book. It tells the title and subtitle, the 
description, its ISBN, the author and contributor names and bios, the book subjects (its 
BISAC codes), and includes an image of the book cover. It also identifies the countries where 
your book is sold, the target market, and its price.

Your metadata is populated across many platforms – it’s displayed on Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, in library catalogs, bookstores, and everywhere online.

Where does the book metadata come from?
Your ISBN is the anchor for your book metadata. When you purchase your ISBN (get 

yours from BookBaby for $29, or go to R.R. Bowker, the official agency in charge of assigning 
and maintaining these numbers in the US), you enter all this data about your book. You can 
and should enter everything you want bookstores, libraries, and the public to know about 
your book: the more information you enter, the better.

When you continually update this metadata, it’s pushed out to the world on a regular 
basis. Update your picture, add review quotes, and even change the categories for your book 
to see if that helps to spark sales. When you have good news about your book, like a 5-star 
review or a new endorsement, add that as well.

It’s a constant effort to keep your book at the forefront, and when you know how to 
market a book with metadata, you’ve given your book a welcome boost for no cost!

Learn more about marketing your book using metadata on YouTube: http://
youtu.be/9z0lKknyQp8 

One of the best ways to market books globally is on Bookarma: sign up at http://
bookarma.net (it’s free!)

http://blog.bookbaby.com/2012/10/what-is-an-isbn-and-why-does-my-ebook-need-one/
http://blog.bookbaby.com/2012/10/what-is-an-isbn-and-why-does-my-ebook-need-one/
https://www.bisg.org/bisac-subject-codes
https://www.bisg.org/bisac-subject-codes
http://blog.bookbaby.com/2015/03/sell-them-with-your-cover-design/
http://blog.bookbaby.com/2015/03/sell-them-with-your-cover-design/
http://www.bookbaby.com/pricing
http://www.bookbaby.com/pricing
http://www.bookbaby.com/pricing
http://www.bookbaby.com/pricing
http://www.bowker.com/
http://www.bowker.com/
http://youtu.be/9z0lKknyQp8
http://youtu.be/9z0lKknyQp8
http://youtu.be/9z0lKknyQp8
http://youtu.be/9z0lKknyQp8
http://bookarma.net
http://bookarma.net
http://bookarma.net
http://bookarma.net
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A Writer’s Process

Will return again next month... stay tuned for more great 
articles, starting in August.

by: Liz Roderick

Limerick Corner
! Here’s something new for us all to play with. Craft a limerick and send it to the editor 
(aim2write@yahoo.com) for the next issue of WordSmiths. It’s just 5 little lines of fun, and it’s a 
lot of fun to craft. So put on your thinking caps and start rhyming those lines. Be sure to put 
“Limerick” in the subject line. There are no themes, no rules, other than it has to fit the 
standard limerick format. Here are three that fell off the pen of Janice Konstantinidis to start us 
off (send your photo with your poem if you’d like):

A cunning young gopher named Willie,
Thought all human beings were silly.
He waited his chance
Behind a large branch,
Then dug as he pleased, willy-nilly.

A crocodile crossing the Nile
Stopped as he swam, with a smile.
The pharaoh he’d chewed
Was really quite rude;
The croc thought the meal quite worthwhile.

Said Billy the wasp to a flea,
“I think you’d taste nice in my tea.”
The flea said to Billy,
In a voice that was shrilly,
“I don’t think I really agree.”

Janice Konstantinidis

mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
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4 Questions Agents Ask at Pitch Sessions
! You’ve gone to a writer’s conference and have signed up to speak face-to-face with 
an agent. How do you prepare? What questions will you be asked, besides the obvious: 
What is your current book about? Here is some sage advice from picture book writer Lisa 
Katzenberger, who has had some interesting—and surprising—questions thrown at her 
over the years of her career:
1. Are you working on anything else? This is one of the standard questions at a pitch 

session. Agents want to know that you have staying power, that you are serious about 
writing and that you are not just a one-book wonder. If you don’t have anything else on 
the writing stove, you just might not be ready for publishing. It is rare for a first 
manuscript to be published; we learn by doing and each book will be stronger that the 
one before it.

2. Who are your favorite authors? From your answer, agents will learn two things. First, 
who has influenced you, your themes, your style. Do you read modern authors, or only 
older ones who might not be publishable in today’s market? Secondly, your answer 
indicates if your are as passionate about reading as you are about writing. A stumble on 
this question might indicate you dream about writing a book but haven’t done enough 
reading to understand what makes a good story. Rattling off a list of authors you adore 
shows you appreciate storytelling, and the lessons you picked up will spill into your 
own narratives. Make sure you include authors who are hot in the current market along 
with your sentimental favorites.

3. What kind of writer are you? This is a wonderful open-ended question. Often agents 
want to know if your story is character, plot or theme driven. It an be genre-specific. But 
it can also lead to discussions of writing discipline, consistency, themes explored, etc. 
How do you describe yourself as a writer? What are the themes you explore, who is 
your audience, do you envision a series of stand-alones or 
have you created a world around a series character?

4. Where did this story come from? Consider not only the 
trigger that started the idea, but also the deeper layers of 
where did this story come from inside you. What are the 
themes of the subplots? What emotions are you trying to 
convey to your readers? What made you have to tell this 
particular story?

! You may or may not ever be asked these specific 
questions, but answering them for yourself will help you learn 
about yourself as a writer and become more thoughtful about 
the stories you write.

Lisa Katzenberger
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

Blending Dialogue and Narration
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
! Helga Schier, PhD, in a guest blog for Writers Digest, explored the functions of dialogue 
and narration in a scene, to help writers find the mix that’s right for their stories.
1. A Vehicle for Character: the way people speak and interact in conversation reveals a lot 

about them. Their words should expose their background, personality and emotional state.
2. Drawing Relationships: In a dialogue two or more people exchange information, ask and 

answer questions, comment, fight, tease... whatever. How they interact tells a lot about their 
relationship. For example, a teenage girl will speak differently to her BFF, a stranger, teacher, 
little sister or, God forbid, her mother.

3. Revealing Tensions: Conversations where nothing goes wrong—small talk and happy talk—
have no place in fiction. There must be tension underlying the dialogue, tension caused by 
conflicting motivations, differences of opinion, hidden agendas, or just a bad day. One of the 
most important functions of dialogue is to reveal these tensions. That’s what makes a scene 
sizzle, and the sizzle moves the plot forward.

4. Creating Atmosphere: Conversations never take place in a vacuum. Narration will firmly 
ground readers in time and place. But it can’t be an info-dump. The narration should be 
spare, there only to support and enhance the spoken words. Remember, narration anchors 
the reader and creates the atmosphere of the setting and the specific circumstances of the 
scene.

5. Reading Between the Lines: Narration needs to hint at or reveal the theme of your scene. It 
needs to expose what is going on between the lines. It should expose body language and 
actions that hint at what is to come.

6. Illustrating Underlying Emotions: The short descriptions between the lines of dialogue 
(narration) should illustrate the emotions that underlie the words. It should reveal what is 
going on in the characters’ feelings underneath the spoken words.

7. Driving the Plot Forward: The actions of the characters also need to 
point to possibilities that lie in the future by making reader wonder 
what will happen now that these feeling have been unleashed.

! A writer’s job is to create a world that unfolds before a reader’s 
eyes. We want to hear words and see actions, so we can intuit what 
causes the behavior and where it might lead. With the right balance of 
dialogue and narration you can create scenes that sizzle with romance, 
suspense, excitement or joy and engage readers in the characters’ plight. Helga Schier,PhD
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Andrea Chmelik
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tia Araminta
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open
Social Media Coordinator: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Sharyl Heber
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber
Hospitality Chair: *Position Open

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: July 14th, at King David’s Masonic 
Lodge, 853 Marsh Street, San Luis Obispo (July meeting 
only). General meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table 
presentations start at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org

http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriters@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org


      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to 
publish, we’ll help you with ideas to improve 
your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 
Moderator:" " Mark Ruszczyzky

! ! ! zsur@aol.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 
while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. See 
description under Write It Right Group II. There 
is a small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

North County Storytellers
This group focuses primarily on novel length 
works, though we often mix it up with flash 
fiction and short stories. Members may agree to 
read larger chunks of material at a time to allow 
for developmental critique. Items must be 
electronically dsitributed at least one week prior 
to the meeting. Beginning in the Fall, the group 
will meet the first Tuesday of each month from 
7-9 pm in Atascadero, and the third Tuesday of 
each month from noon to 2 pm in Templeton. 
Summer schedule varies. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO 2 NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:!           Tina Clark
! !           theclarkfour@sbcglobal.net 

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets every other Thursday from 10:00 
am-12:00 noon at the Atascadero Library, 
preceded by “a bit of socializing, for those so 
inclined” at the Starbucks by Vons. Fiction, 
creative non-fiction, short and book length 
writers of moderate to advanced level comprise 
the group. CURRENTLY FULL —NOT OPEN 
TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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